
We will also be posting hours 

of operations in many places 

(including the web page), 

because the hours will 

change for July and August. 

Please check for updates. 

Spring Yard Sale – The 

Spring Community Yard Sale 

will be held on May 15th with 

new sponsorship by Shannon 

and Jeff Realtors, RE/MAX.  

Look for a postcard in the 

mail with details! 

Residents continue to do a 

great job reporting           

suspicious activity to the 

police department.  Please 

continue to do so and follow 

up in writing to our           

management office so the 

information can be          

forwarded to the police     

liaison assigned to our     

community.    

We have people in all areas 

working very hard to       

maintain a fine looking   

community, one to be proud 

of.  I believe this reflects on 

all who live here.  We as a 

Board will continue to work 

hard to maintain the       

community and do our best 

to keep the value of our 

homes the highest they can 

be. With everyone’s help, we 

should stay on plan.  

If you have any suggestions 

or issues please contact me 

at 301-515-0074 or e-mail 

me at alan.speich@ncr.com. 

All our contact information is 

out on the web page.    

Hope to see you at a Board 

meeting soon and have a 

wonderful spring and      

summer!   

Al Speich, President 

 

As everyone is aware, this 

winter brought an unprece-

dented amount of snow fall on 

the East Coast of the United 

States.  Potomac Garden Cen-

ter did a wonderful job    

cleaning up the snow in the 

town areas and Double D (the 

county snow contractor) also 

did a wonderful job on the 

county roads in the single 

family sections.  In this time of 

financial issues everywhere, I 

am proud to say that our  

community still stays in good 

financial shape.  Homeowners 

will be pleased to know that at 

the recommendation of    

management a snow         

operating contingency fund 

was put in place several years 

ago to cover overages on 

snow    removal expense in a 

given year.  This fund was 

used to partially augment 

what was budgeted in 2009 

and 2010 for snow removal.   

The     Association has hired 

an   independent engineering   

company to conduct a reserve 

study update to calculate the 

annual reserve contribution 

for periodic capital asset  

replacement within the     

community.  Both items will 

be factored into the budget 

process this fall for the next 

fiscal cycle and beyond.   

If you receive an architectural 

or maintenance letter this 

spring please take the       

necessary steps to abate the     

violation cited.  Doing your 

part to preserve and enhance 

the aesthetics of our 

neighborhood will continue to 

make Clopper’s Mill West 

Community Association an 

enjoyable and safe place to 

live. 

This past year the Association 

replaced a portion of the town 

house concrete         side-

walks and curb/gutter in 

preparation for the asphalt 

patching, crack filling, seal 

coating and pavement     

marking of the recreation area 

parking bays and town house 

parking areas.   The           

Association also paved the 

asphalt path system that runs 

through parts of the          

community.   

As the spring comes upon us I 

would like to note some    

community activities and 

events happening this year. 

Landscaping – This spring the 

county apron trees in the  

single homes got a one time 

freshening up when the    

Association landscaper 

cleaned, edged and mulched 

all the county apron trees in 

the community.   

Fun In The Sun Pool Party – 

This year the “Fun in the Sun” 

pool party will be sponsored 

by Andy Pagano of Century 21 

Realty and will take place on 

Sunday, July 4, 2010.  The 

event will include a moon 

bounce, tunes by a DJ,     

charcoal barbeque and pool 

games by RSV Pool, Inc.  Look 

for a flyer in the mail with 

additional details in mid-June. 

Social Activities for Kids - The 

Association is looking for a 

few people to volunteer to 

plan up to two social activities 

for young children within the 

community such as the     

annual Halloween parade or a 

visit to a local pumpkin patch 

in the fall. (Contact Ravi 

Parkhie @ 301-948-6666 if 

you are interested in         

volunteering.) 

Swimming Pool – Good luck to 

the Clopper’s Mill Marlins for 

the 2010 season.                 

A Message from our HOA President 
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Planning an Ex-

terior Change? 

 
Remember, any changes to the 

exterior of your home need to be 

approved in advance by the Ar-

chitectural Control Committee 

(ACC). This includes changes to 

the color of your home, siding or 

window replacement, and major 

landscaping projects.  

 

For your convenience, an  

Architectural Change Request 

Form can be downloaded from 

the community website at  

 

www.cloppersmill.com  
 

or by calling TMGA at:  

 

(301) 948-6666. 

 

 

Thinking of Selling 

Your Home? 
 

If you are planning to sell your 

home, please remember that you 

are responsible for providing the 

purchaser with a copy of the legal 

documents for the Association.  

This ñresale packageò can be pur-

chased from the management of-

fice by calling (301) 948-6666.   
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For the last several years, 

I’ve been working to 

make my personal land-

scaping efforts more envi-

ronmentally friendly.  I’ve 

moved away from chemi-

cal fertilizers and pesti-

cides.  This effort began 

with infusing the lawn 

with milky spore, which 

provides long-term con-

trol of grubs.  Once estab-

lished in your topsoil, the 

spores invade and repro-

duce in grubs, minimizing 

the size and number of 

these root eating 

pests.  The grubs won’t 

completely disappear, but 

will be well under con-

trol.  This eliminated the 

need for chemical pesti-

cides which are danger-

ous for people, pets, and 

many beneficial insects.  

 

This year I applied a corn 

gluten based fertilizer 

which is supposed to be 

effective in halting germi-

nation of crab grass and 

other turf weeds.   The 

timing of this application 

is key, so it will be too late 

for anyone to try a Spring 

application by the time 

this newsletter comes 

out.  However, I will up-

date everyone on the ef-

fectiveness of the product 

in our next edition, and 

you can try it this Fall or 

next Spring. 

 

Many of these products 

are not carried by local 

home improvements 

stores.  A good web ven-

dor that I have used (and 

found to be reasonably 

priced) is GardensAlive! 

(www.gardensalive.com). 

  It is nice to have your 

heavy bags of fertilizer 

come via mail, avoiding 

the hassle of lugging 

them home from Lowes 

or Home Depot.  

 

Also, I’ve received several 

requests from residents 

who had trees damaged 

and need assistance from 

a contractor.  CMW uses 

both The Daily Grinder 

(Patrick Keehan, 240-

793-1443)and Potomac 

Gardens (301-948-

8890).  Both companies 

are reputable and rea-

sonably priced.  

 

After a very challenging 

winter, I trust everyone is 

enjoying the change in 

seasons! 

 

Please email me if you 

have questions or recom-

mendations regarding 

CMW landscaping.  

 

Andrew Joseph,  

ajoseph@asbury.org 

CMW Landscape Committee 
Andrew Joseph 

It only takes a few  
minutes, and  minimal  
effort, for each of us to 

pick up the litter  
near our homes.  

Keep it clean!  

Please remember 

to pick up all trash 

after using the  

basketball courts.  

Thank You!  

Good To Know 

http://www.cloppersmill.com
http://www.gardensalive.com
mailto:ajoseph@asbury.org


Clopperõs Mill Marlins 

Your Neighborhood Swim Team  

Looking  for some fun this summer for your kids?  If you are, come out and 

join the neighborhood swim team!  Our team is part of the Montgomery 

County Swim League (MCSL).   

The swim team is a great form of exercise, it is convenient to home, extremely safe and a lot of fun! Kids 

between the ages of 5 and 18 who live in The Clopperôs Mill East and West communities are welcome to 

join.  The season begins right after Memorial Day and runs through the end of July.  Practices are Monday 

through Friday with swim meets on Saturday mornings and Wednesday evenings.   

If you are interested in learning more about the team, please visit www.cloppersmillmarlins.com.   

Registration and general information will be available on the website starting April 19, 2010.      

A registration information flyer for the swim team was mailed out recently to all homeowners with the pool 

pass information from the HOA.  If you have any questions about the swim team, feel free to contact 

Lorraine Branson at cmmarlins@gmail.com.   Hope you come out and join the neighborhood fun! 

GO MARLINS!!  
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Winter Holiday Display  

Competition  

 
The four (4) top holiday displays in the community for winter 2009/2010  

are listed below.  Good luck to everyone next winter! 

  

13538 Sanderling Place ï Oriental lanterns with white lights and trees and Santa 

13501 Stonebridge Terrace ï Holiday wreath in all windows                          

      (Williamsburg classic look) with light shining on house. 

17813 Cricket Hill Drive ï Blue menorah. 

13308 Queenstown Lane ï Dog done up in lights and holiday lights ï cute. 

http://www.cloppersmillmarlins.com
mailto:cmmarlins@gmail.com


 

Clopper's Mill West Community Association 

Board Members & Committee Chairs 

 

 

 

 

President/    Al Speich  301.515.0074  alan.speich@ncr.com  

Treasurer 

Vice President  Tony Thompson 301.515.6426  TTHom10727@verizon.net 

At Large Director   

  

Member at Large  Michael  Teitelbaum 301-972-1096   

Town House Director  

 

Secretary   Cindy Faville  301.916.7803  cynder7@yahoo.com  

Condo Director  

Security  

 

Member at Large  Rob Petroff  301.686.1411  stephrob99@msn.com 

At Large Director  

 

Architectural    Jack McLaurin     jack@lessardgroup.com 

 

Newsletter/Web Site  Becky Escario 301.528.6617  rescario@gmail.com 

 

Landscaping   Andy Joseph  301.515.6313  AJoseph@asbury.org 

 

Property Manager  Ravi Parkhie  301.948.6666  ext. 134 

The Management Group   
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This summer we will again be offering SWIM LESSONS at your community pool.  We hope that 

you will join us!    

 

The lesson program will be managed by Jorge & Beth Silva.  Jorge, the head coach of the Marlins 

swim team, runs the Hydro-Sonic Tiburones, an officially registered and fully insured year-round 

swimming program.  The swimming lessons will be taught by trained Hydro-Sonic coaches, some of 

whom are also Marlins coaches.     

 

Please go to our website for further details:  www.swimtibu.com.  You can register online, by fax, or 

by mail.  Please register early as we do have a limit on class size. 

 

Lesson Levels: 

·        Beginner A:  Child must be 2.5 years of age & a 

steady walker to enter this level. 

·        Beginner B:  Child must put face in water and 

float independently (on front or back) to enter this 

level. 

·        Advanced Beginner:  Child must be able to swim 5 m. of 

basic freestyle (side breathing not required) or backstroke to 

enter this level.  

·        Intermediate:  Child must be able to swim 15 m. of 

freestyle (with reasonable side breathing) and back-

stroke; child must be at least 5 years to enter this level. 

 

Lesson Schedule 
Time:              11:30-12noon OR 5:45-6:15pm 

Location:        CLM East always (your pool pass is valid at both the East and West pools!) 

Days:               Monday/ Tuesday/ Thursday (Friday rain date)              

Total classes:  six (over 2 weeks) 

Cost:               $69 

Dates: 

Session 1:        June 21- July 1        

Session 2:        July 5-15  

Session 3:        July 19-29 

 

Please let me know if you have further questions.  Iôd be happy to provide more information. 

 

Beth Silva 

Elizabeth J. Silva, Program Director 

Hydro-Sonic Tiburones 

Voice: 240-683-TIBU 

Fax: 240-683-TIBX 

Email: ejs@swimtibu.com 

http://www.swimtibu.com/
mailto:ejs@swimtibu.com
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On-Line Payment Program Available!  
 

Clopper's Mill  West can accept payments online.  If you are interested in paying your monthly as-

sessments electronically, please follow these instructions:  

 

1. Before you begin, you will need the following information: 

 

The name of your Association (Clopper's Mill West 

Community Association) 

 

Your 10 digit account number with the Association 

(can be found on your payment coupons) 

 

Either your checkbook or credit card 

 

5 minutes of your time! 

 

2. Log into www.smartstreet.com. 

 

3. Click the blue box in the upper left hand side of the screen marked Pay Assessments. 

 

4. You may either set up a one time payment or recurring payments of your assessments.  If you se-

lect a one time payment, click on the down arrow to choose to pay by e-check (no fee) or by credit 

card (note, there is a $9.95 fee to pay by credit card).  Fill out the appropriate form with your asso-

ciation name, account number, your name and address, payment information, and amount.  Follow 

the prompts as indicated. 

 

5. If you prefer , you may set up recurring payments of your assessments.  You must first register for 

a login name and password before you utilize this method.  Follow the prompts as indicated. 

 

If you have trouble making your payments contact TMGA to make alternate payment arrangements 

before late fees, charges and legal fees add up. 

http://www.smartstreet.com/


PROPERTY TAX APPEALS  

 

In these difficult economic times, it makes sense to ensure we pay our fair share of taxes, but not 

pay extra. We have all seen our County property taxes rise as the assessed value of our home 

increased. But since home values have decreased over the last 2 years, you may wish to check 

that your assessed value is accurate. The State of Maryland uses an assessed value which is 

equal to the fair market value of the property (what an unbiased buyer would pay for the prop-

erty). Each property is assessed every 3 years by the State Department of Assessments and 

Taxation (SDAT). Montgomery County uses the assessed value to issue a property tax bill every 

year, typically in early July, and your assessed value is listed as "Assessment". These tax bills 

are usually paid by your mortgage company if you have an escrow account. Typically the as-

sessed value stays the same for 3 years. The new SDAT assessments are usually sent to you in 

December or January, and you are given 45 days to appeal if you disagree with the assessment. 

Note that the appeal is tied to the new assessment, not to the receipt of the tax bill. If you dis-

agree with your new assessment, you can appeal it to SDAT. You may also petition to appeal if 

you are past the 45 day appeal window. Information is given on the assessment form. You will 

need to provide a basis, such as actual sales prices of comparable houses nearby, or perhaps 

listed prices of houses that have failed to sell. The State also limits the annual tax increase to 

10% for owner-occupied residential properties. This does not change the assessed value, but 

shows up on your tax bill as the "Homestead Credit". The credit reduces your tax bill to hold the 

tax increase below 10%. If you are eligible but did not receive the credit, contact SDAT. 

 

More information on the appeal process is available from the SDAT website, 
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Saturday May 15th 

8:00am -1:00pm 

 

Sponsored by Shannon Flannery and Jeff Maurer  

RE/MAX Realtors 
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Shannon Flannery and Jeff Maurer, have been selling Germantown           

communities for many years now. As one of the top RE/MAX teams in all of        

Maryland, nobody knows Germantown Real Estate better. Not only do they work in 

Germantown, they live and play in Germantown. Additionally, they support their     

communities through volunteer efforts with Habitat for Humanity and sponsoring   

Germantown sports teams and community garage sales.  

 

If you are looking for real estate agents who have the savvy to sell your home in an 

ever-changing market and the patience for you to find the right home for your family, 

then Shannon and Jeff are the agents for you! 

 

Visit them today at www.shannonandjeff.com or call them, 240.938.1963. They look 

forward to hearing from you!  

http://www.shannonandjeff.com


 

 

Advertisement Rates 

 
 

Business Card  $20 

1/4 Page  $25 

1/5 Page  $50 

Full Page  $65 

 

 

Please contact Becky Escario  
for ad submissions 

rescario@qdsolutions.com 

Or 301.528.6617 

 

Thank you for supporting the community! 
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Planning a Party?  

The Clopperõs Mill West Clubhouse  
is a perfect venue and available for rent 

to all community residents.  
 

Please contact Keenan Anderson at  
The Management Group Associates  

to get details and pricing . 
301.948.6666 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/cloppersmillwest/   

 and click on "JOIN THIS GROUP"  

 or send an email to: cloppersmill-

west -subscribe@yahoogroups.com   

 

 

 

 

Be a Part of  

Our Community!  

Come to the homeowners’ meetings the  

2nd Tuesday every other month at 7:00 pm 

At the Community Clubhouse 

Can’t make a meeting but have a  

suggestion or comment? 

Contact a board member and  

share your ideas and concerns! 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cloppersmillwest/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cloppersmillwest/
mailto:cloppersmillwest-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:cloppersmillwest-subscribe@yahoogroups.com



