
installing a sound system at the 
pool to enhance the various 
Association and pool related 
events that take place each 
summer. We will also be post-
ing hours of operation in many 
places (including the web 
page), because the hours will 
change for July and August. 
Please check for updates. 

In this time of financial issues 
everywhere, I am proud to say 
that our community still stays 
in great financial shape. We 
have people in all areas work-
ing very hard to maintain a fine 
looking community. I believe 
this reflects on all who live 
here. We as a board will con-
tinue to work hard to maintain 
the community and do our best 
to keep the value of our homes 
the highest they can be. With 
everyone’s help, we should 
stay on plan. If you have any 
suggestions or issues you 
would like to discuss please 
contact me at 301-515-0074 or 
e-mail me at 
alan.speich@ncr.com.  All 
our contact information is out 
on the web page. I hope you all 
have a safe spring and summer, 
and keep those suggestions 
coming in. Hope to see you at 
a board meeting soon. Please 
continue to use the community 
website at: 
www.cloppersmill.com as a 
neighborhood resource.  
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Welcome to the Spring of 
2009 from the Clopper’s 
Mill West Board. We just 
finished a very cold winter, 
even though we did not 
have a lot of snow. A brief 
synopsis of the 2009  
activities of the Association 
follows: 

1. Town House Parking 
Area – As part of the five 
year cycle of maintenance, 
the town house section of 
the community along with 
the pool parking lot will 
undergo seal coating,     
restriping and re-stenciling. 

2. Association Asphalt 
Paths – It is time to repair 
the asphalt trails that run 
through our community as 
they are approaching the 
end of their useful life. The 
repairs and overlay of the 
asphalt paths will take place 
during this summer when 
temperatures are at their 
highest which aids the   
contractors in this project. 

3. Landscaping – There 
are two stands of stressed 
and dying white pines be-
tween Kilmarnock Way and 
Richter Farm Road that are 
being removed and replaced 
with plantings of Norway 
spruce. Additionally, an 
ornamental maple will be 
planted in the entrance bed 
on Smokewood Drive to  
continue enhancement of 
this area.  
 

4. Retaining Wall Re-
pairs – In addition to the 
new landscape planting, 
the retaining wall along 
the path across from the 
basketball court and ten-
nis court will be repaired 
and extended along with 
a split rail fence to go on 
top for added safety for 
pedestrian traffic along 
this common path and to 
ensure the path remains 
stable after it is overlaid. 

5. Fun In The Sun 
Pool Party – This year 
the “Fun In The Sun” 
pool party is scheduled 
for Sat., June 27, from   
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  Fun  
includes a moon bounce, 
tunes by Bulles DJ’s, 
open grill, cold           
beverages and pool 
games by RSV Pool, Inc.  

6. Social Activities for 
Kids - The Association is 
looking for a few people 
to volunteer to plan up to 
two social activities for 
young children within the 
community such as the 
annual Halloween parade 
or a visit to a local    
pumpkin patch in the fall. 
(Contact Ravi Parkhie @ 
301-948-6666 if you are 
interested in volunteer-
ing.) 

Swimming Pool – Good 
luck to the Clopper’s Mill 
Marlins for the 2009   
season.  The  Association 
is in the process of         
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Top Four Winners  
   13502 Sanderling Place 

   17909 Red Rocks Road 

   13554 Ansel Terrace 

   *17813 Cricket Hill Drive 

It was tough to decide on just three winners.  Several other homes in 
the community had wonderful displays!  Therefore, a *fourth home 
was added to the winners’ circle.  Special congrats to 17813 Cricket 
Hill Drive!  Good luck to all next winter holiday season!  
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I recall 12 years ago 
when our community was 
just being built and all 
our trees were tiny and 
most landscaping was the 
builder grade special.  We 
have certainly come a 
long way, with many 
homeowners doing a 
great job making land-
scape improvements and 
the HOA making smart 
investments in our com-
mon areas.  At this point, 
we are now thinning out 
some areas that are over-
crowded and swapping 
out less desirable plant-
ings.  A good example of 
that is our plan to replace 
the white pines that pro-
vide barriers to some of 
our houses and town 
homes.  Higher average 
temps and mild winters 
have made these trees 
less acclimated to our 
area—you will be able to 
see examples of dead or 
severely stressed pines in 
many areas.  We will be 

replacing these trees with 
varieties that provide a 
better barrier, are more 
attractive, and are well 
suited to our climate. The 
goal is to continue to  
enhance the overall 
beauty and value of the 
community.  Below is a 
summary of the planned 
projects for 2009.  

·   Removal and replace-
ment of two stands of 
white pines that are 
stressed and/or dying in 
the grassy common area 
between Richter Farm 
Road and Kilmarnock 
Way.  

·   Upgrade the center 
island area at Smoke-
wood Drive with an orna-
mental dwarf maple and 
the relocation of some of 
the grasses to create a 
more symmetrical look 
for a better aesthetic pres-
entation.   

·   Prune ornamental trees 
in the common areas. 

·   Improving the retaining 
wall near the tennis court 
and install safety fencing. 
 

As a final thought, I would 
like to remind everyone to 
take time to pick up litter 
that may be on or near 
your property, e.g., old 
newspapers, and avoid 
putting uncovered recycla-
bles out on very windy 
days nothing detracts more 
from our landscaping than 
garbage floating around or 
trapped in bushes and 
trees.  Also, please email 
me with any suggestions 
or comments related to 
CMW landscaping.   
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It’s that time of year again when homeowners are active with their outdoor improvement projects.  Many of 
your neighbors are hard at work with rear decks, screen porches, yard fences and all types of beautiful land-
scaping.  Please remember that any modification or improvement to the outside of your home or property 
needs to be reviewed and approved by the Architectural Review Committee, no matter how big or small.  It is 
the goal of the Community Association board to encourage these types of creative and unique home           
improvement projects because we all benefit from each other’s hard work.  The architectural applications are 
reviewed for compliance with the guidelines as set forth in the homeowners association’s by-laws as well as 
maintaining uniform design standards that we all benefit from. 

The architectural review process is relatively simple and painless but does require time.  Please submit your 
applications at least 45 days prior to your desired project start date.  Architectural Change Applications can be 
obtained by calling TMGA at (301) 948-6666 or can be downloaded directly from the community website at 
www.cloppersmill.com.  The application package includes the proper forms, which requires the signatures of 
the neighbors affected by your project, scaled drawings that represent the scope of work and materials         
associated with the project, and a plat survey to show the project and its relationship to your property limits.  
Checklists are available for common alterations. 

 
It is important to remember that in addition to receiving architectural approval from the Association, many 
projects require various permits from Montgomery County.  For more information on which projects require 
County permits, call 240-777-6370.  Please remember, it’s your goal and ours to have a community that we 
can all be proud of, as seen from our neighbors outside the neighborhood as well as our neighbors within. 
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Looking  for some fun this summer for your kids?  If you are, come out and join the 
neighborhood swim team!  Our team is part of the Montgomery County Swim League 
(MCSL).  The swim team is a great form of exercise, it is convenient to home,         
extremely safe and a lot of fun! Kids between the ages of 5 and 18 who live in the     
Clopper’s Mill East and West communities are welcome to join.  The season begins 

right after Memorial Day and runs through the end of July.  Practices are Monday through Friday with swim 
meets on Saturday mornings and Wednesday evenings.   

If you are interested in learning more about the team, please join us on Sunday, April 26th; 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. at 
the West side clubhouse.  Registration and general information will be available at this time.  You will also be 
able to meet and talk with the coaching staff.     

Registration information for the swim team was mailed out recently to all homeowners from the HOA.  If you 
have any additional questions,  feel free to contact Lorraine Branson at cmmarlins@gmail.com.    
       

                                                 GO MARLINS!!  
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   This summer we will again be offering SWIM LESSONS at your com-

munity pool.  Please note the addition of our new class:  Toddler Fun.  We 
hope that you will join us!    

The lesson program will be managed by Jorge Silva and his wife 
Beth.  Jorge, the head coach of the Marlins’ swim team, runs the Hydro

-Sonic Tiburones, an officially registered and fully insured year-round swimming  
program.  The swimming lessons will be taught by trained Hydro-Sonic coaches, some of 
whom are also Marlins’ coaches.     

Please go to our website for further details:  www.swimtibu.com.  You can register online, by 
fax, or by mail.  Please register early as we do have a limit on class size. 

 

Lesson Levels: 

·    Toddler Fun:  Child must be 1.5 and not yet 3 on June 1.  Parent accompanies child in 
the water.  **EVENING ONLY**  

·    Beginner A:  Child must be 3 years of age to enter this level. 

·    Beginner B:  Child must put face in water and float independently (on front or back) to 
enter this level. 

·    Advanced Beginner:  Child must be able to swim 5 m. of basic freestyle (side breathing 
not required) or backstroke to enter this level.  

·    Intermediate:  Child must be able to swim 15 m. of freestyle (with reasonable side 
breathing) and backstroke; child must be at least 5 years to enter this level. 

 
Lesson Schedule 

Time:              11:30-12noon OR 5-5:30pm 

Location:        EVENING  at CLM East always; 

                        MORNING at CLM East Mon/Thurs, CM West Tues 

Days:               Monday/ Tuesday/ Thursday (Friday rain date)              

Total classes:  six (over 2 weeks) 

Cost:               $65 

Dates: 

Session 1:         June 22- July 3                

Session 2:         July 6-17  

Session 3:         July 20-31 
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